602 


REVIEWS. 


Progress of Medicine during the Year 1899,” which occupies more 
than one hundred pages, would better be left to the year-books. The 
seven pages devoted to the Philadelphia Hospital Formulary, which 
also contain therapeutic notes, seems hardly in place in this work. 
The prescriptions are scarcely examples of elegant prescribing, and the 
matter is chiefly interesting to those engaged in dispensary work. The 
paper on “ Camp Management” is particularly commended ; the one 
following upon “ Typhoid Fever Among the Troops at Chickamauga 
in 1898 ” gives an excellent presentation of how matters should not be 
attended to, and revives history which cannot but be a source of morti¬ 
fication to all who are proud of American medicine. The responsibility 
for such terrible neglect has been fixed, but no official condemnation 
has followed. In Volume II. there is much to commend. The dreary 
catalogue of papers read before the American Medical Association at 
the 1900 meeting possesses but little interest save to those participating 
in the proceedings. Of notable improvements which directly affect 
medicine is the Kromskop, and the paper describing it should be read 
with appreciation. Taken as a whole, this volume is excellent. So 
far as these volumes adhere to the orignal plan they are worthy of com¬ 
mendation in that they present truthful pictures of diseases and their 
treatment. The brevity of most articles permits their being read at odd 
moments when serious and sustained study is impossible. Keeping this 
in view, the authors have rendered a real service to medicine, and de¬ 
serve the recognition which their effects have hitherto received. The 
series bears internal evidence that the standard of teaching is still 
more satisfactory, and we predict continued and deserved success. 

R. W. W. 


Syphilitic Diseases of the Spinal Coed. By R. T. Williamson, M.D. 

Manchester: Skerratt & Hughes, 1899. 

This book is scarcely more than a thesis. It is written in the ordi¬ 
nary text-book style, with a few references appended to each chapter. 
The author appears to be very fond of classifications. He gives the 
notes of a few cases that have not hitherto been reported, among others 
three cases of syphilitic meningitis, a case of acute syphilitic paraplegia, 
and one of gumma of the cord. There are a few noteworthy statements, 
particularly the following: “ When the temperature sense is affected 
.the patient may be unable to recognize the difference between hot and 
cold test-tubes.” There is nothing strikingly original,but the subject is 
well handled. In the preface the author states that it was his intention 
“to present a more detailed account of spinal syphilis than is generally 
found in text-books or systems of medicine,” and we believe he has suc¬ 
ceeded in this. One of the most interesting features of the book is the 
description of a case in which the symptoms were those of almost com¬ 
plete paraplegia, from which the patient partially recovered. At the 
autopsy there was degeneration of the pyramidal tracts throughout the 
cord, but of the posterior columns only as far down as the junction of 
the cervical and dorsal regions. The author does not offer any explana¬ 
tion for this peculiar distribution, and apparently the posterior nerve 
roots were not examined. J. S. 
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little changes. The ethereal extract of fats—cholesterin and lecithin—was 
never more than 1 per mille; whereas it requires at least 1.5 per mille of 
emulsified fat to make a fluid opalescent. The authors finally came to the 
conclusion that lecithin was the cause of the opacity, the source of the former 
being readily found in many cells and fluids of the body. By experiment 
they found that 0.15 gramme of lecithin sufficed to render 1000 c.c. of serous 
fluid distinctly opalescent. Such an amount was present in the fluids in all 
the authors’ cases. The demonstration that lecithin is the cause of opacity 
in a fluid containing but little fat can be made by treating some of the fluid 
with four or five times its volume of alcohol, coagulating the albumin, and 
warming the mixture on a water-bath to 70° or 80° C., lecithin being soluble 
in warm alcohol. On evaporating the alcohol the opacity returns again. It 
still remains to show to what extent lecithin occurs in the true fatty effusions. 

[It is hardly necessary to add that the subject is at present of no practical 
importance, since there is no relation between the milky exudate and any 
particular anatomical alteration. It seems, however, that in cases with 
chylous or fatty effusions the precise constituents should be worked out as 
fully as possible.—E d.] 

Cystacercus in the Spinal Cord.— Pjchler (Pragcr medicinische Wochen- 
Bchrifi, 1900, No. 16) reports a case of this kind, only two others being known 
to him in the literature. The patient, a brickmaker, aged forty-eight years, 
had multiple cysticerci in the skin and brain, and was sick for one year, with 
epileptic attacks, dementia, and marasmus. There were no spinal symptoms. 
The cerebral meninges and the brain contained numerous cyaticercus vesicles 
of various sizes and in different stages. The pons contained two small ones. 
The cord Bhowed no alteration externally, but at the level of the eleventh 
dorsal vertebra there was a cysticercus in the posterior columns, and at the 
level of the first lumbar there was another in the right posterior quadrant 
of the cord. The upper vesicle had substituted the posterior columns, espe- 
cialy the right, the posterior gray commissure, and the median part of the 
base of the posterior horn; the central canal was poshed forward and oblit¬ 
erated. Around the vesicle was the usual thick layer of connective tissue 
and a zone of small cell infiltration. The bloodvessels in the zone frequently 
contained hyaline thrombi. The lower vesicle occupied the position of the 
right posterior horn and a narrow zone of the right lateral column. The 
posterior horn was reduced to a few fibres in each side, and toward the pos¬ 
terior root, where the vesicle reached almost to the periphery of the cord, it 
had almost disappeared. The wall of this vesicle was thick in places; 
hyaline thrombi were relatively few, but the wall and its vicinity were much 
richer in small cells than in the other, showing either more rapid growth or 
an earlier stage. Above the upper vesicle there was ascending degeneration 
in the right column of Goll. The lower bladder had caused no such effect 
The absence of spinal symptoms can be explained partly by the mental con¬ 
dition of the patient 

Traumatic Diabetes.—J. Frank (Prager medicinische Wochenschrifi, 1900, 
No. 25) reports an instructive case, illustrating incidentally the importance 
of examining the urine of all patients. A youth, aged nineteen years, had 



